Appl. No. 10/067.794 

Amdt. dated October 1. 2004 

Reply to Office action of June 9, 2004 

Amendments to the Claims: 

Please cancel claims 12-16. Please amend claim 1, and add new claims 17-21 as 
shown in the claim listing below. All pending and withdrawn claims are listed below. This 
listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application. 

Listing of Claims: 

1. (Cun^ently Amended) A card shuffling apparatus comprising: a housing, a card input 
receptacle located on said housing adapted to receive at least one deck of unshuffled 
playing cards, a shuffling device adapted to receive the cards from said card input 
receptacle and for selectively shuffling the cards for at l oaot two d i fforont card gamoo 
hav i ng different card chuffling roqu i romonto , and a controller disposed within said housing, 
an image capturing means disposed within said housing for obtaining capturing imace data 
of a playing card , said image data being captured after the shuffling of the cards but prior 
to individua l cards being moved to an output bin adapted to receive shuffled playing cards. 
and a display means located on said housing for displaying images captured by said image 
capturing means , and a card output b i n adapted to d i ochargo ohufflod p l ay i ng cardo . 

2. (Original) The card shuffler apparatus, as in claim 1 , further comprising: a control panel 
located on said housing, said control panel having keys operatively connected to said 
controller for selecting operation functions of the card shuffler. 

3. (Original) The card shufflerapparatusof claim 2 wherein said display means is located 
on said control panel. 

4. (Original) The card shuffler apparatus of claim 3, wherein said controller comprises: a 
microprocessor, a non-volatile memory storage means for storing images of said playing 
cards, an image processing means for processing the image data collected by said image 
capturing means. 
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5. (Original) The card shuffler apparatus of claim 4, wherein said controller contains 
software adapted to control the operation of the image capturing means. 

6. (Original) The card shuffler apparatus of claim 4, wherein said non-volatile memory 
storage means has the capacity to store image data of multiple playing cards, for a plurality 
of playing stations, for a plurality of games. 

7. (Original) The card shuffler apparatus of claim 6, wherein said controller contains 
software adapted to control said display means; said display means adapted to display 
images of multiple playing cards for a plurality of play stations upon command. 

8. (Original) The card shuffler of claim 3, wherein said display means is a liquid crystal 
display adapted to display card images in conjunction with textual messages. 

9. (Original) The card shuffler apparatus of claim 1 , wherein said image capturing means 
is in a camera. 

10. (Original) The card shuffler apparatus of claim 9, wherein said camera is a digital 
camera. 

11. (Original) The card shuffler apparatus of claim 9, wherein said camera is a digital 
video camera. 

12-16 (Cancelled) 

1 7. (New) A method for shuffling and dealing playing cards for card games, said method 
comprising the steps of: 

a) causing unshuffled cards to be placed into an card input receptacle of an 
automatic card shuffler; 

b) causing the card shuffler to be activated such that the cards are shuffled; 
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c) individually moving the shuffled cards to a card output bin; 

d) capturing an image of each of said playing cards before each card is delivered to 
the output bin of said card shuffler; 

e) storing the captured images; 

f) processing said captured images; and 

g) displaying said processed, captured images on display means incorporated on 
said card shuffler. 

18. (New) The method for shuffling playing cards, as in claim 1 7, wherein said processing 
step further comprises: converting said image from analog to digital form, mapping said 
converted data for bitmap format, and compressing said image. 

19. (New) The method for shuffling playing cards, as in claim 18, wherein said processing 
step further includes storing said image data, of multiple playing stations for a plurality of 
games played, into bitmap images. 

20. (New) The method for shuffling playing cards, as in claim 19, wherein said step of 
displaying further includes displaying said bitmap images on a liquid crystal display. 

21 . (New) The method for shuffling playing cards, as in claim 20, wherein said displaying 
step further comprises displaying multiple card images, for multiple playing stations for a 
plurality of games played, for verification of winning hands. 
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